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FROM THE OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE 


Like most constructive American institutions this nation’s libraries are called 
upon to gear their resources, facilities and experience to the total effort the country 
is now making for preparedness, defense and ultimate victory. 

The part libraries and library personnel is asked to perform is a vital and neces- 
sary one—the dissemination of information on all phases of civilian defense. In 
contrast to the attitude toward public intelligence which exists in the totalitarian 
countries with which we are at war, the American government is anxious for the 
rank and file of every strata of our society to know as much about the defense pro- 
gram as possible, and through volunteer participation in the civilian defense program 
to take an active part in achieving our ultimate aims. 

In a statement to librarians and those directly interested in library functions, Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, assistant director of the Office of Civilian Defense and in 
charge of volunteer civilian participation, said: 

“T hope that the librarians of the country will feel that they have a great obliga- 
tion to help in civilian defense. First, by making available to the general public official 
literature on civilian defense, obtained from State and local Defense Councils. 
Second, by supplying defense councils, on request, the specific information on prob- 
lems as they arise about which they lack general knowledge . 

“It would be extremely helpful, if it was undertaken, particularly in the large li- 
braries, to develop some staff specialists on defense who would know just what 
material was needed to meet different needs and could help the defense council in 
distributing any information they wish to distribute. The defense council, of course, 
must be the official information center in order to avoid confusion and permit prompt 
action, and they will, of course, use not only the librarians but every other method 
of disseminating information they can possibly use. The librarians, however, are a 
very important factor and we hope they will be used to the fullest extent possible.” 

Already some of the country’s larger libraries have established special sections 
devoted to defense materials and are cooperating with the information committees 
of local defense councils. Among these are the libraries of Cleveland, Denver and 
Los Angeles. These libraries are doing the laboratory work in the new field of de- 
fense information, and out of their experience and the experience of other libraries 
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which elect to participate will doubtless evolve a plan which can be advantageously 
adapted to library units throughout the country. 

It is hoped, however, that libraries will not wait for a national program to be 
developed but will make an immediate start on a program of their own and one 
suited to local conditions. Library patrons and others need defense information now 
and there should be no delay in making such information available. 

A great deal of thought has been given to library participation in the program 
of civilian defense. Mrs. Roosevelt has assigned Miss Mary Louise Alexander, special 
assistant and library expert, the task of placing the civilian defense program before 
libraries. As a result of her discussions with leaders in the profession the following 


suggestions are offered. 


Library Assistance in the Community Defense Program 

Since libraries are the logical centers and the most widely available outlet for 
community information it is proposed that libraries act as auxiliary services to the 
local defense councils in supplying essential information. First, it must be kept in 
mind that the national O. C. D. works through regional, state and local Civilian 
Defense Councils. All requests for information or publications should be made first 
to the local Civilian Defense Council. If not available there, that office will in turn 
secure it from its State Defense Council. Any projects undertaken, or any committees 
formed for civilian defense should be under the local office or closely tied into its 
work. 

Library participation should be related tc the Information Committee which is 
expected to be formed by each local defense council. 

It would be desirable to set up a defense information center in some one library 
in each area. In very large cities more than one would be needed. Such a center should 
probably be in the public library because it should be opened freely to the public, for 
as many hours as possible. The library should agree to operate a seperate defense 
information desk or department. It should maintain a complete file of official publi- 
cations and others related to defense, making them immediately available. 

The library center should discover the information needs of all civilian defense 
activities and relate the community library resources to those needs. Volunteers 
enrolled with the local defense council should be used whenever possible. It is sug- 
gested that libraries offer specialized information to those who need it, not wait to 
be asked nor expect people to come for it. Small working committees of special 
librarians could render that type of service. There is work for all in the community 
effort,—large and small libraries, public, special, school and college libraries. 

It is desirable that a librarian should be appointed to the civilian defense council 
or at least that a regular liaison person be designated to learn the needs for material 
and supply it as rapidly as possible. 

There will be early interest in such subjects as these: black outs; air raid protec- 
tion; shelters; evacuation; transportation; emergency medical and relief services; 
mass feeding; nutrition; housing; child care; family security; recreation; health; 
defense gardening; conservation. Libraries will wish to have good files of current 
material on these subjects. Others will be announced from time to time. 

It has been impossible during this early emergency to supply official publications 
to everyone requesting them. Consequently, libraries in each area should temporarily 
rely on the files of their community library information center, whenever their local 
Defense Council cannot supply their needs. The Office of Civilian Defense will attempt 
to supply the library information centers direct from Washington when it learns 
which library has agreed to operate the center. The center should tell the Office of 
Civilian Defense how many copies of publications are needed and to whom in the 
library they should be addressed. 
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Service to the General Public 

Libraries are urged to: 

Emphasize current, pamphlet materials; to make them immediately available; to 
specialize in the morale building materials. 

Encourage forums and courses in library buildings and provide discussion leaders; 
to offer their buildings to local defense councils. 

Take books and pamphlets out to forums and training centers in the area; circu- 
late them freely. 

Make greater use of films and radio programs in addition to printed information. 

Lend all possible aid to the Victory book campaign for soldiers. 

Publicize the civilian defense program by displaying federal, state and local 
defense publications. 

Send copies of bibliographies that are prepared on civilian defense to the Office of 
Civilian Defense in Washington. 


As Individuals 


Enroll at once with the volunteer bureau of your local Civilian Defense office. 
There is work for every individual and library techniques are demanded in connec- 
tion with many phases of organization work especially record keeping, indexing and 
filing. It is expected local committees will make full use of the library skills. 


A few libraries in the country have already established defense information cen- 
ters. It would be helpful to all libraries if experience could be pooled and news of 
successful service were made available. If libraries will report to the Office of 
Civilian Defense, the information will be summarized and printed regularly in a 
defense column in some of the leading library magazines. 


TWO LIBRARIES CELEBRATE 
Fortieth Anniversary of the Stoughton Library 





On November 8, 1941, open house at 
the library was held with members of 
the board receiving. The history and 
progress of the library from its found- 
ing in the late 1870’s to the present were 
featured in the way of charts, graphs 
and pictures. 

Stoughton’s first library had, accord- 
ing to one figure, 1727 volumes. The pre- 
sent one numbers 9918, but the nucleus 
of books turned over to the first organ- 
ized library was much smaller. The very 
beginnings go back to the time when the 
library was sponsored by the WCTU and 
it was this group who sent a letter to 
Carnegie telling him that Stoughton was 
in need of a library and that a number of 
volumes were ready as a nucleus. This 
letter did not receive an immediate re- 
sponse and another followed it from the 
Woman’s Club. Soon after this the city 
accepted Carnegie’s terms and the pre- 
sent library was built. This was in the 


year 1908. The grant was $13,000. Then 
the WCTU turned over the books in their 
possession to the library board. The num- 
ber was something like 300. 

The original housing of the first li- 
brary was in Camp’s jewelry store. From 
there the books were moved to the old 
high school building. Sometime after that 
it was suggested that a public reading 
room and library be started and this 
resulted in the use of two rooms in the 
basement of Dow’s bank. 

Names associated with the library at 
this time were: Rev. T. H. Dahl, Charles 
Johnson, Professor C. F. Cronk, Dr. Par- 
geter, and prominent among the women 
were Mmes. T. H. Dahl, E. H. Gerard, 
Martin Johnson, John Daws, Lucy Buck- 
man, Hede and Anne Sewell in addition 
to other charter members of the WCTU. 

The outstanding features of this cele- 
bration were exhibits of books dating 
back as far as 1780. Included in the dis- 
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plays were an old Bible from 1780 owned 
by Saxe Hoverson, Jr.; an old Norse Bi- 
ble owned by Mrs. Giles Dow; old books 
of Stoughton and Dane county history; 
a picture of the 1901 high school class; 
a Stoughton directory of 1898 belonging 
to the Mrs. Fred Hill estate; pictures 
of Stoughton taken in 1872, 1883 and 
1909 and letters from the Carnegie Cor- 
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poration from 1905 to 1908. 

Visitors were conducted through the 
library by Mrs. Harry O. Hale, Mrs. 
A. O. Eggleson, Mrs. Ferdinand Homme, 
Mrs. Giles Dow, Miss Charlene Brozich, 
Miss Gladys Sundby, Miss Clarice Nel- 
son and Miss Dorothy Lacy, who served 
as hostesses. Refreshments were also 
served to the guests. 


The Story of Shullsburg Library 
By Mayor John C. Hanifan 


Given at the opening of the new library room in the Community building 
December 6, 1941, when the keys of the new quarters were 
formally turned over to the library board. 


About fifteen years ago, the City of 
Shullsburg purchased a building which 
was originally a Congregational Church. 
The church had not been used for several 
years, and because of its excellent loca- 
tion, just adjoining the business district, 
the city officials decided it would make a 
good community building. 

For several years the auditorium was 
used for a makeshift basket ball hall by 
the Shullsburg high school. The lecture 
room made a good council chamber and 
the rooms in the basement were used for 
recreational purposes. 

However, the transformation of a 
church into a community building had its 
disadvantages. 

Because of the construction of a new 
gymnasium at the public school, last 
winter was the last season that the 
school needed the community building 
for a basketball hall. 

Until about three years ago the Shulls- 
burg public library occupied a room at 
the school building, but because of the 
crowded condition there, the library had 
to be moved. The library board rented a 
small store building in the business dis- 
trict, which was so crowded that it was 
little more than a store room for books, 
from whence they could be borrowed. 

All this is leading up to an explana- 
tion of how an act of God gave Shulls- 
burg a modern public library! 

On Easter Sunday morning in 1941, a 
severe electrical storm occurred, during 
which the tall church tower on the com- 


munity building was struck by lightning. 
Although there was no fire, the tower 
was so badly damaged that the Wiscon- 
sin state insurance fund paid the city 
$1200 for the damage. 

Instead of rebuilding the tower the 
governing body of the city decided to 
have it removed, which was done by a 
wrecking company for about $150. A 
roof was then constructed to cover the 
opening and conform to the architecture 
of the rest of the building. This cost 
about $250. That left about $800 of the 
insurance money, which rightfully be- 
longed to the building. 

With this thought in mind the city 
council decided to partition the auditori- 
um into two rooms and a hall. This was 
done, and the front room, 17 ft. by 36 ft. 
with a very large window on the south 
was completely redecorated and turned 
over to the library board for a public 
library. 

The book cases were installed and new 
ones added where necessary. Thus the 
City of Shullsburg now has a very at- 
tractive and efficient library with some- 
thing over 4,000 books on its shelves. 
Some library reading tables and maga- 
zine racks were added to complete the 
room. 

The other room constructed from the 
auditorium is used as an assembly and 
general meeting room. It will also be 
used as a polling place for elections. 

The rest of the money was used to re- 
decorate the council chamber which is 
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place for the city fathers. Thus, without 
one cent of cost to taxpayers, the City of 


How To Discuss DEFENSE PROBLEMS is 
the title of a special circular, August, 
1941, of the College of Agriculture, 
Madison, that discusses methods rath- 
er than topics. Of interest to program 
chairmen of clubs of any sort, mem- 
bers of planning groups, forum lead- 
ers, rural leaders of farm organiza- 
tions. 


SAFETY CLOTHING FOR WOMEN IN INDUS- 
TRY becomes important as women are 
increasingly employed in defense in- 
dustries. Includes a list of hazards and 
the clothes the worker should wear. 
Special bul. No. 3, U. S. Women’s 
bureau, Supt. of Documents, 10c. 


AMERICA IN A WORLD AT Wank is a series 
of pamphlets dealing with current in- 
ternational topics, each one written by 
an authority on the topic. Titles in- 
clude: An American looks at the Brit- 
ish empire, by James Truslow Adams; 
The Monroe doctrine, by Grayson 
Kirk; Aircraft production and nation- 
al defense, by T. P. Wright. Oxford 
University Press, 114 5th Ave., New 
York City, 10c. 


EDUCATION AND NATIONAL DEFENSE:— 
How libraries may serve, issued by 
the U. S. Office of education as Edu- 
cation and national defense series, 
pamphlet no. 17, discusses the prob- 
lem briefly from the standpoints of all 
types of libraries. Includes a short 
bibliography, mostly of library and 
school publications. Of special interest 
to all librarians. 


WE TRAVEL—THOUGH WE STAY AT HOME 
is the title that covers a series of 
programs on world interdependence is- 
sued by Carnegie endowment for inter- 
national peace, 405 W. 117th St., New 

York City. Programs cover: World on 

wheels (automobiles); The ties that 
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now an attractive and efficient meeting Shullsburg got a public library through 
an act of God. 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


bind (clothing, textiles); Foreign 
trade and the pantry shelf (food) ; 
Foreign footprints in the home (home 
furnishings, art, etc.) ; Machine age in 
America (farm and office machinery, 
telephones, radio); Our _ neighbors 
north and south (trade and cultural 
relations between the U. S., Canada, 
and Latin America). Each program 
present briefly the facts concerning the 
composition, manufacture and inter- 
national trade in connection with items 
used daily by us all. The war will 
change many of the facts, but they 
are reliable up to Dec. 1940. The pro- 
grams are of special interest to study 
groups. 5c each, 6 titles 25c; quantity 
rates. 


THE OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGE- 


MENT, Washington, D. C., has issued 
a Handbook that answers questions on 
all the various divisions under it— 
what they do, who heads them, their 
location, related services. Valuable as 
a reference tool for every library. 


HEADLINE Books recently issued include 


Toward a dynamic America: the chal- 
lenge of a changing world, by L. W. 
Childs and W. T. Stone; The struggle 
for world order, by V. M. Dean. For- 
eign Policy Ass’n, 22 E. 38th St., New 
York City, 25¢c each. 


A NuTRITION Stupy KIT, contains six 


pamphlets of special interest to groups 
studying nutrition in connection with 
national defense. Titles include Your 
defense: better health through better 
diets; Through highway to good nutri- 
tion; Meal planning on a limited bud- 
get, 20 questions on enriched flour and 
bread; Personal nutrition record sheet; 
The wheat kernel and its food ele- 
ments. Free from Home Service Dept., 
General Mills, Inc., Minneapolis. 
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GUIDING THE YOUNG CHILD: SELECTED 
READINGS ON THE INFANT AND PRE- 
ScHOOoL CHILD, brings together a group 
of articles on child development, from 
recent issues of the National Parent- 
Teacher. They cover such topics as, 
The adopted child, Is spanking neces- 
sary, The antidote for comics. An ex- 
cellent list of recent books of interest 
to parents is included. National Con- 
gress of parents and teachers, Chi- 
cago, 15c. 


THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WEL- 
FARE has issued a History that covers 
the state institutions and extra-insti- 
tutional services under the Board of 
Control from 1849-1939. This history 
will answer the many questions asked 
a librarian about our state institutions. 


SELLING FarM Propucts THROUGH RoAD- 
SIDE MARKETS takes up many aspects 
of running a roadside market such as 
judging potential business, how to get 
customers to stop, cost of operating, 
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plans for a simple roadside stand. Cor- 
nell, Extension Service Bulletin 466, 
Ithaca, N. Y. 


USEFUL AND ORNAMENTAL GOURDS dis- 
cusses briefly but clearly the kinds of 
gourds to raise, how to raise them, 
how to use them. U. S. Farmers Bul- 
letin No. 1849, 5¢ from Supt. of Docu- 
ments. 


A Loox aT Your RETAIL DruGcIst de- 
scribes the functions, qualifications, 
work of a retail druggist. Put in your 
file of vocational material. Bristol- 
Myers Co., 6380 5th Ave., New York 
City. 


THE SANTA FE SysTEM LINEs, Chicago, 
has issued an attractive pamphlet— 
The railroad—which presents authen- 
tic information on railway transporta- 
tion, its history, its importance in the 
unification and growth of the United 
States. Useful for work with school 
children. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Kopf, Carl Heath. Windows on life. 
1941. 255p. Macmillan, $2. 170 


Given first as radio broadcasts over a Bos- 
ton station these brief talks, appearing now in 
book form, may be added to the list of titles 
for inspirational reading. Might well have a 
place in hospital collections. 


Miller, Randolph C. What can we be- 
lieve. 1941. 240p. Scribner, $2. 230 


A modern interpretation of Christianity ad- 
dressed directly to the man who asks what 
Christianity has to offer him in these tragic 
times, Partial contents: What kind of faith do 
we need? Is the Bible out of date? Who was 
Jesus? Why believe in the church? Does prayer 
work What we believe and what we do. 


Wieman, Regina W. The family lives its 
religion. 1941. 236p. Harper, $2. 173 


Written by a psychologist, this book will ap- 
peal most to the college-trained parent. Its 
theme is of general interst, for the author sees 
religious living as “an hour-by-hour, year by 
year undertaking, not a series of episodes,” but 





the treatment is a little beyond the grasp of 
the ordinary reader. 


See Booklist 38:125 D. 15 °41, 


Sociology 


Franklin, Jay. Remaking America. 1941. 
287p. illus. Houghton, $2.75. 330.973 


A review of what has been accomplished in 
the way of conservation, flood control, power 
development and the restoration of human re- 
sources, ending with chapters on The end of 
isolation, Total defense, Pursuit of happiness. 
and The fight for the future. Attractively illus- 
trated with photographs by the Farm Security 
Administration and other sources. 


See Booklist 38:172 Ja. 15 °42, 


Gall, Alice Crew. In peace and war. 
1941. 278p. Crowell, $2. 361 


The story of the Red Cross, from its incep- 
tion in the mind of Henri Dunant down to the 
beginnings of the present war. Simply told for 
young people but of interest to adult readers 
who may want a brief account. The chronology, 
of 29 pages, provides a helpful resume. 
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Kellor, Frances. Arbitration in action; a 
code for civil, commercial and indus- 
trial arbitrations. 1941. 412p. Harper, 
$3.50. 331.1 


Intended as a very explicit guide to arbitra- 
tion procedure. “It undertakes to set forth 
principles and standards of law and practice 
and a way of proceeding under them.”’ A sum- 
mary of the statutes governing arbitration, by 
states; the text of the U. 8S. Arbitration act, 
and other documentary matter is given in ap- 
pendices, An important work for libraries in 
industrial centers. 


Monahan, Florence. Women in crime. 
1941. 306p. Washburn, $2.75. 365 


The author’s story of her experiences as 
superintendent of women’s reformatories in 
Minnesota, Illinois and California. Interesting 
for its insight into the work itself, the char- 
acter of the inmates, the different methods of 
running such institutions and the comparative 
ranking of the three states, Minnesota stand- 
ing at the top. Of interest to groups studying 
social problems. 


See Booklist 88:172 Ja. 15 °42 


Myrdal, Alva. Nation and family; the 
Swedish experiment in democratic 
family and population policy. 1941. 
441p. Harper, $4. 392 


A study of family and population problems 
in relation to social policy as a whole, with 
special reference to Swedish experience. Before 
taking up the Swedish program, the author 
presents a stimulating and thought-provoking 
discussion of the problem as it exists in all in- 
dustrial countries, throwing new light on such 
questions as family limitation, women’s work 
outside the home, and some form of state sub- 
sidy for mothers. A book which should not be 
overlooked in the press of what may seem 
more urgent matters. A contribution to plan- 
ning for the future. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Flexner, Marion W. Dixie dishes. 1941. 
161p. illus. Hale, Cushman and Flint, 
$2. 641 


Another special cookbook for the housewife 
looking for unusual dishes. The author states 
that for some years she has been collecting 
traditional Southern recipes, testing them in 
her own kitchen and reducing the often 
sketthy directions to workable form. This book 
is the result. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 








27 


Haig-Brown, Roderick L. Return to the 
river. 1941. 248p. illus. Morrow, $3. 
597 


Fictionized life-story of a Chinook salmon 
of the Columbia river. Dramatically told, with 
accuracy as to scientific facts. 


See Booklist 38:75 N. 1 '41. 
Piatt, June. June Platt’s plain and fancy 
cookbook. 1941. 3855p. Houghton, 


$2.50. 641 


A good general cook book planned as a com- 
panion volume to the author’s Party cook book. 
At first was intended to be wholly “plain” but 
as “fancy” dishes insisted on slipping in, the 
second adjective was added. 


Powers, John Robert. The Powers girls. 
1941. 224p. Dutton, $2.50. 646 


The work and training of a fashion model, 
described by the director of a famous agency, 
with numerous illustrations. Notes on posture, 
grooming, make-up and related subjects will 
interest girls and women generally. 


See Booklist 38:153 Ja. 1 '42, 


Ripperger, Helmut. Cheese cookery. 
1941. 96p. Stewart, $1. 641 
New ways of using cheese, ranging from 


simple soufles to more exotic concoctions, bor- 
rowed from various countries. 


Sumption, Lois L. and Ashbrook, Mar- 
guerite L. Breads and more breads. 
1941. 248p. illus. Manual Arts, $2. 

641 


Breads, biscuits, muffins, popovers, pancakes, 
ginger bread, corn bread, coffeecake in all the 
many variations, from many countries, appear 
in this collection of recipes. The general direc- 
tions for bread making are clear and compre- 
hensive, touching on several points often over- 
looked. 


Tracy, Marian and Nino. Casserole cook- 
ery. 1941. 154p. Modern age, $2. 641 


A cook book of one-dish meals designed to 
appeal to the epicure, many of the recipes call- 
ing for unusual condiments, herbs and wines. 
Decidedly an “extra” book for the library col- 
lection. Spiral binding. 


Winans, Leonard G. The book, from 


manuscript to market. 1941. 180p. 
illus. Grosset, $2. 655 
The processes of bookmaking simply and 


clearly described. Good for any library large or 
small, 








Fine Arts 


Grabbe, Paul. Outdoors with the cam- 
era. 1941. 104p. illus. Harper, $2.50. 
770 


A practical guide, taking the beginner thru 
each step in the process of good picture mak- 
ing. Illustrations show what to do and what 
not to do. 


See Booklist 38:92 N, 15, ’41 


Haines, Donal Hamilton. Luck in all 
weathers. 1941. 290p. Farrar, $2.50. 
799 


These “personal adventures in hunting and 
fishing” are well written and should be enjoyed 
by other sportsmen, 


Rosten, Leo C. Hollywood: the movie 
colony; the movie makers. 1941. 436p. 
Harcourt, $4. 791.4 or 917.94 


A factual study of Hollywood and the movie 
industry. Omitting the glamour, tells how the 
movie colony lives, works, amuses itself, and 
what it earns; describes the work of producers, 
directors, writers, actors, and considers the 
wide extent of the Hollywood influence. 


See Booklist 38:152 Ja. 1 °42. 


Wood, Marni. Parties on a shoestring. 
1941. 96p. illus. Stewart, $1.50. 793 


Emphasis is on smartness and originality in 
this series of parties calling for small expendi- 
ture. Showers, birthday parties, holiday celebra- 
tions, and picnics are covered, along with Sun- 
day night suppers and other everyday affairs. 
Illustrations show table setting, flower arrange- 
ments, etc, Recipes are provided for special 
dishes, 


Literature 


Bontemps, Arna, comp. Golden slippers; 
an anthology of negro poetry for 
young people. 1941. 220p. illus. Har- 
per, $2.50. 811.08 or 821.08 


Containing a representative collection of 
negro verse, by such poets as Langston 
Ilughes, Claude McKay, Countee Cullen, Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, and James Weldon Johnson, 
is not limited in appeal to the young people 
for whom it was compiled. 


See Booklist 38:135 D. 15 ’41. 
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Chapin, Katherine Garrison. Plain-chant 
for America. 1942. 141p. Harper, $2. 
811 or 821 


Strong, distinguished verse, much of it 
timely for the present, but good for all time 
as well. The title poem, set to music, was 
given a first performance by the Philharmonic 
orchestra in October, 1941. A short essay on 
the Quality of Poetry lends further distinction 
to the volume. 


Cloete, Stuart. The young men and the 
old. 1941. 37p. Houghton, $1.50. 821 


These poems by the author of The Hill of 
Doves represent the reactions of a soldier of 
the first world war to the horrors of today. 
Beautiful verse, clear, direct and poignant, 


Emurian, Ernest K. Dramatized stories 
of hymns and hymn writers. 1941. 
3804p. Wilde, $2. 812 


Sixteen non-royalty plays especially suited 
to presentation by church groups. 


See Booklist 38:155 Ja. 1 ’°42. 
Herzberg, Max. Insults. 1941. 249p. 
Greystone, $2. 808.8 


Subtitled “A practical anthology of scathing 
remarks and acid portraits,’ this is a collec- 
tion of the witty insults famous people have 
hurled at one another, With an index to names 
and sources will provide many a half hour of 
entertainment (one half hour at a time will 
be enough) and will also contribute to the col- 
lection of afterdinner stories. 


Hespelt, E. Herman, and others. An out- 
line history of Spanish American liter- 
ature. 1941. 170p. Crofts, $1.50. 860.9 


An outline prepared by a committee repre- 
senting a group of colleges and universities and 
designed to be a help to college classes in 
Spanish American literature. Arranged by 
periods, with brief biographical and crtiical in- 
formation and with references to available 
texts and translations. In public libraries will 
be useful for reference and in work with clubs. 


Von Hesse, Elisabeth F. So to speak. 
1941. 498p. Stokes, $3. 808.5 


A guide to successful public speaking, 
through the improvement of personal appear- 
ance, voice and personality, by an author who 
has trained many radio speakers, 


See Booklist 38:6 8. °41. 














February, 1942 


History and Travel 


Carr, Philip. The English are like that. 
1941. 356p. Scribner, $2.75. 914.2 


Chapters of special interest in this book, 
which discusses such subjects as women, chil- 
dren and home life, the press, literature, the 
arts, and sport, are those devoted to Justice 
and Parliamnt in England and The social 
structure of England, subjects on which less 
bas been written in books of popular appeal. 


See Booklist 38:78 N, 1 ’41. 


Hayes, Carlton J. H. A generation of 
materialism. 1871-1900. (Rise of mod- 
ern Europe). 1941. 390p. illus. Har- 
per, $3.75. 940.2 


The period covered in this 17th volume of 
the series entitled The rise of modern Europe 
extends from the close of the Franco-Prussian 
war to the turn of the century; a period which 
the author sees as the end of one era and the 
beginning of another, the end of liberalism 
and humanitarianism, the beginning of what 
bas led to totalitarianism. Of timely interest 
for background understanding of the present. 


See Booklist 38:156 Ja. 1 °42. 


Hoover, Herbert. America’s first cru- 
sade. 1941. 81p. Scribner, $1.25. 
940.314 


In the series of articles from the Saturday 
Evening Post now reprinted in this small vol- 
ume Mr, Hoover tells his personal story of the 
peace conference. This material, which consti- 
tutes part of a larger memoir, announced for 
later publication, is offered now in the belief 
that a consideration of the mistakes and fail- 
ures of that first peace conference, and of the 
insuperable obstacles met by the American dele- 
gation, may offer guidance for the peace con- 
ference that is to come. “We need perparedness 
for the peace table even as we need it for 
defense,” 


Johnson, Osa. Four years in Paradise. 
1941. 345p. Lippincott, $3. 916.7 


Commissioned by the American Museum of 
Natural history to take pictures and make 
studies of wild life, the Johnsons settled down 
for four years in that region in the heart of 
Africa of which Martin Johnson said, “It is 
Paradise literally as well as figuratively ... 
I know of no place in all the world that better 
deserves the name.” Here they set up house- 
keeping and made a home. Osa’s account of 
how it was done and of how their work was 
conducted makes an admirable supplement to 
I married adventure. 


See Booklist 38:157 Ja. 1 ’42. 
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Jones, Tom B. A short history of ancient 
civilization. 1941. 3878p. Harper, 
$2.25. 930 


A good history of the ancient world by a 
professor at the University of Minnesota, who 
states that, while all of the factual informa- 
tion necessary for a beginning college course 
has been included, emphasis has been placed 
on causes rather than on events. The volume 
on medieval history by Carl Stephenson, issued 
in the same series, was listed in the November 
BuLtetin. 


Kelsey, Vera. Brazil in capitals. 1942. 
3826p. illus. Harper, $3.50. 918.1 


Brazil described in terms of her cities. Of 
these, in addition to Rio de Janeiro, the 
national capital, twenty are state capitals. To 
these are added three older towns which were 
once capitals and four other cities important 
in their regions. Practically all are either on 
the sea coast or easily accessible and the 
author has written with the tourist in mind, 
providing for each city described a guide to 
places to go and things to see. 


McBride, Mary Margaret. America for 
me. 1941. 102p. Macmillan, $1. 917.3 


As a newspaper reporter in New York the 
author used to ask the stock question of visit- 
ors just off the transatlantic liners: What do 
you think of America? In this book she 
answers the question for herself, telling what 
she thinks of America, and why she likes it. A 
heart-warming little book with much of the 
charm of How dear to my heart. 


Maloney, John. Let there be mercy; the 
odyssey of a Red Cross man, 1941. 
337p. illus. Doubleday, $3. 940.53 


In 1940 just after the invasion of Poland, 
the author was sent to Europe to act as an 
official observer for the Red Cross, This is a 
report of what he saw on a journey which took 
him into fifteen countries. It gives an unfor- 
getable picture of universal suffering and 
shows at the same time the efficiency of the 
Red Cross organization and the manifold de- 
mands which it is called on to meet. 


See Booklist 38.175 Ja, 15 742. 


Thomas, Leslie. Long may it wave. 1941. 
65p. illus. Morrow, $2. 929 


The story of the American flag fully told 
in text and pictures, Intended for young people 
but good for reference in either adult or juve- 
nile collections. The illustrations in color show- 
ing the development of the flag are especially 
fine. 


See Booklist 38:162 Ja, 1 °42. 
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Treat, Ida. The anchored heart. 1941. 
814p. Harcourt, $2.50. 940.53 


Personal narrative of the author’s experi- 
ences on the small island off the coast of Brit- 
tany where she had been living for a number 
of years when the Nazis came. The island life 
in its days of peace is described with great 
charm and the changes which follow the invas- 
ion are feelingly related. 


See Booklist 38 :93 N. 15 °41, 


Vestal, Stanley. Short grass country. 
1941. 304p. Duell, $3. 917.8 


The third volume in the American Folkways 
series covers roughly the area where Texas, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado and New Mexico 
more or less meet. It lives up to the design of 
the series, making it clear in just what ways 
the plainsman was a different type from his 
fellow Americans of wooded and watered 
regions and reprinting a good many of his 
characteristic songs and sayings. 


See Booklist 38:111 D. °41. 


Writers Program of the W. P. A. Minne- 
sota Arrowhead country. 1941. 231p. 
A. Whitman, $2.50. O1T.7 


Minnesota's vacation land is attractively pic- 
tured and described in this new volume in the 
American Guides series. Margaret Culkin Ban- 
ning, who calls the Arrowhead country home, 
writes a brief introduction. Splendid photo- 
graphic illustrations. 


Biography 


Hanson, Earl P. Stefansson, prophet of 
the north. 1941. 241p. illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 921 


An interestingly written life of Stefansson, 
the explorer, emphasizing his pioneer work in 
the Arctic and the extent to which his theories 
have become generally accepted and utilized. 
Writtén for young people but of equal appeal 
to adults, 


Hauser, Heinrich. Time was; death of 
a junker. 1942. 308p. Reynal, $3. 921 


Born into the Prussian Junker class, the 
author was fourteen years old when war began 
in 1914. In 1918, shortly before its close, he 
went into active service. This autobiography 
covers the three periods of German history 
thru which he has lived: the prewar and war 
period; the interim of civil war and chaos 
and tottering republic; and the still-existing 
period of Nazi domination. Of the three the 
second is most fully and vividly described, 
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showing clearly the conditions out of which 
Hitlerism arose. The author is now living in 
America, 


Hubler, Richard. Lou Gehrig, the iron 
horse of baseball. 1941. 206p. illus. 
Houghton, $2. 921 


A popular hero to all baseball fans in his 
playing days, Lou Gehrig became more than a 
hero in his quiet acceptance of the fate that 
cut short both his career and his life. Of 
interest to boys and men alike. 


Madariaga, Salvador de. Hernan Cortes. 
1941. 554p. Macmillan, $4. 921 


This biography of Hernando Cortez foliows, 
and forms a companion to, his life of Columbus 
(Butuetin My °40). To Madariaga, himself a 
Spaniard, Cortez was great as a statesman as 
well as “the finest leader of men Spain has 
produced.” The conquest of Mexico is fully 
covered and there is a good character portrait 
of Montezuma, altho in this respect, according 
to the Saturday Review of Literature, the book 
supplements rather than replaces Prescott. 


See Booklist 88:112 D. 1 41. 


Partridge, Helen. A lady goes to Holly- 
wood. 1941. 259p. Macmillan, $2. 921 


In slightly fictionized form Mrs. Bellamy 
Partridge writes of her stay in Hollywood dur- 
ing the filming of her husband’s book (Cown- 
try lawyer. Witty and gay but gives consider- 
able indirect information and a quite human- 
ized picture of the movie capital. 


Stern, Madeleine B. The life of Mar- 
garet Fuller. 1941. 549p. illus. Dutton, 
$3.75. 921 


The author is content to let Margaret Full- 
er’s story tell itself without any intrusion of 
her own opinions or attempts to psychoanalyze 
her subject. To some extent, it is fictionized 
biography but it is very readable and gives as 
sympathetic a picture as we have had of this 
New England blue stocking who lived thru an 
Italian revolution, 


Washington, John E. They knew Lin- 
coln. 1942. 244p. illus. Dutton, $3.75. 
921 


The author, who as a little boy lived in the 
neighborhood of Ford’s theatre and heard 
stories of Lincoln and the Lincoln family from 
those who had known and served him, has 
made it a life work to collect such recollections 
from members of his race. Woven into an auto- 
biographical narrative these stories contribute 
to a new understanding of what Lincoln 
meant to the colored people and add an im- 
portant item to Lincoln bibliography. Intro- 
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duction by Carl Sandburg and many interest- 
ing illustrations. 


Williams, Blanche Colton. Clara Barton, 
daughter of destiny. 1941. illus. Lip- 
pincott, $3.50. 921 


With much new material in the form of let- 
ters and diarles at her command, the author 
has been able to write the first complete bi- 
ography of Clara Barton. The story is well told, 
the book is readable and is in every way a 
worthwhile addition to library shelves. 


See Booklist 38:158 Ja, °42. 


Williams, T. Harry. Lincoln and the rad- 
icals. 1941. 418p. illus. Univ. of Wis- 
consin press, $3. 921 


The term radical is here applied to that 
group within the Republican party which stood 
for “instant emancipation, the confiscation of 
‘rebel’ property, the use of colored soldiers, 
civil, and... political equality for the negro.” 
However, “they loved the negro less for him- 
self than as an instrument with which they 
might fasten Republican political and economic 
control on the South.” These were Lincoln's 
real enemies and in this clear and dispassion- 
ate study we are shown how he was driven 
and harried and forced to yield to their de- 
mands, right up to the hour when his death 
set them free to wreck their will. 


Fiction 


Burt, Struthers. Along these streets. 
1942. 608p. Scribner, $2.75. 


At the age of 35 Felix Macalister was quite 
content with his teaching position in a small 
southern college and with his research studies 
in anthropology. As the story opens, he is in 
Panama about to set out on an expedition into 
South America to pursue his favorite subject 
of study, monkeys. It is here that news reaches 
him that he has inherited a fortune, together 
with a house in Philadelphia in which he is 
expected to live. The course of the story follows 
the year in which Felix lives in his house and 
devotes himself to the study of Philadelpha 
society and of the sources of his income. There 
are many digressions, on the growing tension 
in Europe, on the beauty, the meaning and 
destiny of America, These will slow up the 
story for some readers; for others will be its 
chief interest, 


Cramer, Maurice B. Phoenix in East 
Hadley. 1941. 8307p. Houghton, $2.50. 
Good writing and a discriminating sense of 


character give distinction to this novel, with 
its oddly fantastic plot. The central character 
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is middle-aged Luella Pickering, who lives with 
her husband, Jeremiah, in the house next door 
to her two unmarried sisters Liz and Aggie, 
in East Hadley, Mass. Luella, in spite of in- 
creasing rheumatism, combines a rich zest for 
life with a deeply religious nature, A firm be- 
lief in the resurrection of the body is a basic 
article in ber faith, a belief that is intensified 
by some of the strange happenings which fol- 
low the arrival of three phoenixes—live birds 
not mythical beings—sent by a friend in 
China. Entirely outside the “quaint” school of 
fiction. altho it has a humor of its own. 


See Booklist 38:159 Ja. 1 °42. 


Doner, Mary Frances. Not by bread 
alone. 1941. 322p. Doubleday, $2.50. 


A story of three generations, in each of 
which a woman chooses to forego security and 
ease for marriage with a man of weaker nature 
to whom she must be comfort and support. As 
in other novels by the author, the shipping on 
the Great Lakes and a little river town in 
which life centers around the passing of the 
freighters form the background, 


See Rooklist 38:35 0. 1 °41. 


Ford, Leslie. Murder with southern hos- 
pitality. 1941. 245p. Scribner, $2. 


Natchez, Mississippi, with its picturesque 
gardens and homes is the setting for this mys- 
tery involving an old family feud. Will com- 
pare favorably with the author’s better mys- 
tery stories. 


Hanna, Evelyn. Sugar in the gourd. 
1941. 313p. Dutton, $2.50. 


Well written story of rather fantastic plot. 
The two half sisters, Sabina and Clarissa 
Frost, seem to represent, as their father once 
remarked, the two halves of one personality. 
Barrett Page, the northerner, who falls in love 
with both girls, comes in time to realize that 
this is true. The background of Georgia peach 
orchards and declining southern grandeur is 
clearly presented; there are sinister episodes, 
and a conclusion far from convincing, 


Larrimore, Lida. Beyond tomorrow. 
1941. 311p. Macrae, $2. 


Nancy married to Brad, ten years older than 
she, has been quite content with the gay and 
casual life that has been theirs during the 
two years of their marriage .It is when Brad 
decides that it is time to settle down to the 
serious business of living and keeping within 
their income that their troubles begin, more 
particularly after Brad decides to make over 
the old quarry house, which is part of his in- 
heritance, and live there. A good light novel. 
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McCord, Joseph. Walls of Jericho. 1942. 
286p. Macrae, $2. 


Another of this av‘hor’s pleasant but at the 
same time plausible Mght novels. What hap- 
ens to a little town when an airplane factory 
brings a boom is the theme; more particularly 
what happens to Carol Delaine when her 
charming, improvident father, who happened 
to hold an option on a piece of desired land, 
comes into a modest fortune. 


Marmur, Jacland. The sea and the shore. 
1941. 3828p. Holt, $2.75. 


Descriptions of life at sea on modern ocean 
freighters alternate with scenes in Brooklyn 
and New York during Charlie Bradburn's in- 
tervals ashore. A well-written novel, more suc- 
cessful in its depiction of Charlie’s seafaring 
life than of his love story. Galata, the beau- 
tiful Polish girl he marries, is never quite con- 
vincing, altho her parents and the home life 
in the little tobacco shop on Fulton street are 
charmingly pictured, 


Meeker, Arthur, jr. The ivory mischief. 
1941. 8465p. Houghton, $3. 


This long novel of France during the reign 
of Louis XIV is almost wholly a story of 
women's interests. Wars are all but continu- 
ous thruout the story. but wars are mereiy 
something to which husbands and lovers ride 
away. Women’s concern with dress and domes- 
tic problems, with scandal and intrigue con- 
tinues, The joint heroines are two sisters, 
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famous beauties who really lived. In fact, the 
author states that none of his characters is 
imaginary. Perhaps the book may be overlong; 
perhaps the endless series of lovers may grow 
tiresome; but someway, in spite of tragedies, 
the story trips along on its blithe way, is 
never offensive, and leaves an unforgetable im- 
pression of the manners and morals of the 
times, 


Raine, William MacLeod. Justice de- 
ferred. 1942. 257p. Houghton, $2. 


This western story by a popular author has 
a modern setting. The son of Peter Blake, mur- 
dered twenty years earlier, returns to Santa 
Rita to learn the truth of his father’s death 
and to convict the assassins. 


Sinclair, Upton. Dragon’s teeth. 1942. 
631p. Viking, $3. 


In Upton Sinclair’s third novel events move 
toward a dramatic climax. The time period is 
1929-1934 and while, as in the two previous 
works, the action moves from country to coun- 
try, with glimpses of Italy, America and Eng- 
lund as well as of France, it concentrates here 
chiefly on the rise of Naziism in Germany. 
Thru his friendship with the family of Jo- 
hannes Robin, who is one of the first of the 
wealthy Jews to be thrown into prison, Lanny 
ceases to be a mere observer of life and, in 
his attempts to rescue Freddi Robin from a 
concentration camp, becomes an active partici- 
pant, There may be other volumes to follow, 
but for artistic completeness nothing more is 
needed. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Mrs. Winifred L. Davis 


For Younger Children 


Bannerman, Helen. The story of little 
black Sambo. 1940. 25p. illus. McKay, 
$1.50. 


This is a ‘talking book,” the record in 
pocket at the back of the book, told by Helen 
Meyers, with sound effects, and incidental 
music. Very good for the story hour, where- 
ever a Victrola is available. 


Eberle, Irmengarde. Phoebe-Belle. 1941. 
63p. illus. Greystone, $1.25. 


Phoebe-Belle, because of her friendly and 
lively ways became the pet hen of the Brent- 
ley family. This seemed to put “ideas’’ into 
her head about her importance, and as a re- 
sult got her into a great deal of trouble. A 
warm, friendly and amusing story for grades 
1-3. Illustrations by Fritz Eichenberg will be 
enjoyed by the children, and by the adult who 
reads the story to the younger children. 





Flexner, Hortense. Chipper. 1941. 47p. 
illus. Stokes, $1. 


“Taken from life’ is thig account of a chip- 
munk whose fearlessness was responsible for 
his discovery of a kind human “giant” who 
provided him with food, so that the whole 
family of chipmunks finally lost their fear 
and followed Chipper. There is a charm in the 
story and something lively and funny in the 
pictures by the cartoonist Wyncie King. Kin- 
dergarten; grades 1 and 2. 


Fox, Frances Margaret. True monkey 
stories. 1941. 55p. illus. Lothrop, 
$1.76. 


In addition to a few tales from the fables of 
Aesop, the author has told some of her own 
favorites and others she has taken from old 
ship’s diaries. This has resulted in a book full 
of humorous anecdotes, not least of which is 
the one which tells of the monkeys who es- 
caped to the city of Washintgon and of how 
the United States Marines were called out, but 
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were helpless to catch them. The pictures 
throughout are lively and in keeping with the 
spirit of the book. Grades 2-4. 


Johnson, Osa. Pantaloons, adventures of 
a baby elephant. 1941. 56p. illus. 
Random House, $1.50. 


Told for children, based upon the author's 
own observations in the jungle. It is the ac- 
count of a little elephant’s experiences from 
babyhood until he is on his own. There is an 
irresistable appeal in the way the story is told 
so that even the adult who reads it will have 
the sense of experiencing it all at first hand. 
The illustrations are those of Arthur A. Jans- 
son, mural painter, who studied elephants in 
the jungle on an expedition with the late Carl 
FE. Akeley. Grades 4-6. 


Lenski, Lois. Animals for me. 1941. 
n.p. illus. Oxford, 75c. 


For the youngest readers, who will enjoy 
recognizing the animals with which children of 
rural districts are familiar. The pictures are 
gay, carrying out the action of the accompany- 
ing verse opposite each picture, 


Rey, H. A. Curious George. 1941. n.p. 
illus. Houghton, $1.75. 


George is a monkey whose curiosity got him 
into many predicaments, before he finally 
landed in a zoo, Children of the kindergarten 
age, and the first grade will love the pictures 
and the story they tell, as well as to have 
read to them the simple account accompanying 
each picture. 


Smith, E. Cadwallader. Kodru the mon- 
key. 1941. 58p. illus. Knopf, $2. 


The story is in the first person. There is a 
fascinating picture of jungle life as a part of 
the experiences of Kodru and the clan to which 
he belongs. It covers the life of Kodru from 
his babyhood to his leadership of the clan. 
While not as exiting as some other stories of 
the kind, it is well told and should interest 
boys and girls in reading other monkey stories. 
The decorative animal pictures in color are very 
attractive. For grades 8-5, 


Stevenson, Robert Louis. A child’s gar- 
den of verses. 1940. 16p. illus. McKay, 
$1.50. 


A “talking book,” with record of songs, sung 
by Josephine Therese. The illustrations in the 
book are those of H. Willebeck LeMair. Good 
for story hour, where a Victrola is available. 
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Grades 5 and up 


Andrews, Ned. Little stranger. 1941. 
248p. illus. Morrow, $2. 


A western story of a thoroughbred colt, left 
an orphan at birth. Told in the first person 
by Fred, a cowhand who raises the colt, and 
later trains him as a fine rope-horse. A vivid 
picture of ranch life, rodeos and cattle rais- 
ing that should interest boys from 9 to 12 
years old. 


Blatchford, Frances L. and Erminger, 
Lila W. Illinois grows up. 1941. 115p. 
iMus. McClurg, $2. 


The Illinois society of the Colonial Dames of 
America urged the writing of this story of the 
state for young people, “Illinois, with its pic- 
turesque beginning, its voyageurs, and mis- 
sionaries, its Indian chieftains and frontier 
fighters, its Lincoln lore and its Titans of 
business offers a richly-colored series of pic- 
tures. Against this background can be told 
the whole story of American democracy.”— 
from book jacket. The whole make-up of the 
book, with its unusual illustrations and its 
carefully selected vocabulary, as well as sub- 
ject matter makes it a distinctive contribu- 
tion in this particular field. 


Gaggin, E. R. Down Ryton water. 1941. 
369p. illus. Viking, $2. 


A book which most teachers will want their 
pupils to read in that it so successfully recre- 
ates the atmosphere of the early Pilgrims, of 
Scrooby, England, who refusing to conform 
to the Stuart king, left their homes for Ley- 
don, and then on to Massachusetts. Very de- 
tailed and told in the first person with quaint 
names and phrases, the book may be slow 
reading for many. But a fine story, with stir- 
ring action, full of warmth, and humor. A 
good book to read aloud in the classroom. 


> 


Grades 7-9 and above. 


Hewes, Mrs. Agnes Danforth. Spice ho! 
a story of discovery. 1941. 295p. il- 
lus. Doubleday, $2. 


A history of the spice trade in its setting of 
adventure and romance, with accompanying 
tragedy,, as the search resulted in new dis- 
coveriles, bitter rivalries, new world achieve- 
ments, and in places a new prosperity which 
flowered into a Golden Age of learning. Grades 
5-7. 
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Hogner, Dorothy Childs. Stormy, the 
first mustang. 1941, 151p. illus. Ox- 
ford, $2. 


An imaginative story of the horses left be- 
hind by the DeSoto expedition, and especially 
of one colt, Stormy. Shows their fight for a 
free life and existence against the wild forces 
of the new world Also a fine, sweeping picture 
of the United States before the white man’s 
penetration, Boys and girls 10 to 14. 


Howard, Elizabeth. Sabina. 1941. 269p. 
illus. Lothrop, $2.50. 


Sabina, an orphan, leaves the strict and 
plain home of her aunt to live with her 
father’s people in Detroit. Here she. finds a 
new world of gaity, pretty clothes and a wel- 
come home. While slight in plot, which is 
centered around a boy unjustly accused of 
stealing, it is a charming picture of Detroit in 
the 1840's, made more graphic by Susanne 
Suba’s illustrations. For girls of the teen age. 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh. John of Pudding 
Lane. 1941. 161p. illus. Stokes, $1.75. 


“The people in this story,"’ says the author, 
“most of them—are real people.” It is about 
the Fleet family who lived above the print 
shop of Thomas Fleet. In this family is a 
Grandmother Goose, whose gay rhymes brought 
great joy to the children, and the re-creation 
of child life in colonial Boston makes this an 
enchanting story children in grades 5-7 will 
enjoy. 


Lambert, Janet. Star spangled summer. 
1941, 282p. Dutton, $2. 


Carroll Houghton visits her friend, Penny 
Parrish at Fort Arden in Kansas. As she has 
always lived with an older aunt, it is her first 
experience of living with a “‘family’’ who enjoy 
each other and do things together. The gay 
and exciting summer activities of the camp 
are climaxed by a visit from her father, the 
austere Mr. Houghton, who finally realizes that 
both Carroll and he have been lonesome for the 
wholesomeness of family life. “A pleasant 
story,’ says one review, “for the early teen 
age.” 


Marsh, Janet. A ’prentice in old London. 
1941. 2438p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


Action and atmosphere characterize this 
story of Mathew, the son of a non-conformist 
preacher in days of Archbishop Laud, in the 
17th century London. It is a remarkably vivid 
picture of industrial and social conditions, and 
recreates that spirit which was stirring many 
people to plan for a.more democratic life, and 
to seek it in America. Junior high school, 
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Meader, Stephen W. Blueberry moun- 
tain. 1941. 309p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


Another story by an already favorite author 
which is up to his usual standard of interest 
and vigorous writing. Buck Evans and his 
friend Joe Sullivan, farm boys in the moun- 
tains of Pennsylvania, have been earning their 
money by picking and selling wild blueberries, 
when Buck suddenly discovers larger ones in 
the market, grown commercially. This is the 
beginning of a real business, and throughout 
the story there is plenty of adventure. For 
grades 7-9, 


Montgomery, Rutherford. Iceblink. 1941. 
288p. illus. Holt, $2. 


A story of Alaska in 1750 at the time of the 
Russian occupation. The story of Metek, an 
Alaskgn boy, shows how the Eskimo lived, 
built his own tools and weapons, and faced 
courageously the hardships of the north, Sus- 
pense and adventure are also a part of this 
well-told tale. Vivid black and white illustra- 
tions by Rudolf Freund. For boys of 5th to 
Sth grades. 


Updegraff, Florence Maule. Coat for a 
soldier. 1941. illus. 248p. Harcourt, 
$2. 


This story has been written with the ‘“coat- 
rolls’ of the days of the American revolution 
in mind. George Washington, knowing the need 
of warm clothing for the bitter winter hits 
soldiers would face asked that the women of 
New England weave the cloth and make coats 
for the soldiers. Instructions were each woman 
should sew a tag in the coat, bearing her name, 
and that of the town or village. This record 
was kept, as was that of the name of the 
soldier receiving the coat. How Deborah of the 
story made her coat for a soldier reflects devo- 
tion and self-sacrifice as well as high faith 
in the “way of life which gives just treatment, 
freedom, and an equal chance to all.” Told 
with charm, and has some literary style. Junior 
high. 


Wheeler, Opal and Deucher, Sybil. Cur- 
tain calls for Wolfgang Mozart. 1941. 
109p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


. Curtain calls for Franz Schu- 
bert. 1941. 103p. illus. Dutton, $2. 


hese are musical plays for children built 
around incidents in the life of the composer, 
and presenting selections from their works, It 
will be of special value to the music teacher 
as well as to music groups. The illustrations 
by Mary Greenwalt also offer practical help 
should the recitals be carried out in costume, 
and details of scenery needed. 
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Picture Books 


The books of the following group are 
included because of the value of the 
illustrations which dramatically convey 
the spirit of the subject matter, and 
give distinction to the books. 


d’Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin. Leif 
the lucky. 1941. n.p. illus. Doubleday, 
$2. 


McClintock, Marshall. The story of the 
Mississippi. 1941. 40p. illus. Harper, 
$1. 


According to the New Yorker “the best pic- 
ture book of the season.” Pictures are by 
Cc. H. Dewitt. 


———. The story of New England. 
1941. 40p. illus. Harper, $1. 


“A gstunning successor to the Story of the 
Mississippi,” with C. H. Dewitt’s lithographs. 


New illustrated book of favorite hymns; 
illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren, with 
simplified piano arrangements by Inez 
Bertail. 1941. 44p. illus. Garden City, 
$1. 


Pratt, Fletcher. Fighting ships of the 
U. S. Navy. 1941. n.p. illus. Garden 
City. $1. 

Illustrations in color by Jack Coggins, and 
the line drawings with brief explanatory text 
give this book reference value. A page giving 
uniform insignia of the U. S. navy is import- 
ant in this respect. 


Sickels, Dorothy Judd. Eskimos, hunters 
of the Arctic. 1941. n.p. illus. Garden 
City, 50c. 


. Indians, hunters of the plains. 
1941. n.p. illus. Garden City, 50c. 


Of Unusual Distinction 


Books which will delight those young 
people who find pleasure in fine writing 
and in imaginative appeal. 


Buck, Alan Michael. The harper’s daugh- 
ter. 1940. illus. 229p. Oxford, $2. 


A retelling of the old Irish legend of Deirdre, 
chief-story-teller 


the daughter of the harper, 
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to Conchubar, king of Ulster. Because the tale 
has always captured the imagination of many 
great writers the present “spirited prose ver- 
sion” will be welcomed for recommendation to 
girls who are beginning to appreciate fine 
writing as well as a great tale. 


Cutler, U. Waldo. Stories of King Ar- 
thur. 1941. 308p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


“A thoroughly satisfactory edition for eleven- 
to-thirteen-year-olds, to supplement, not sup- 
plant, those by Lanier and Macleod,’ Claire 
Nolte. in Library Journal. The volume’s par- 
ticular distinction is in the authenticated il- 
lustrations by Eleanore Blaisdell, in grays, 
tans, vivid orange and rose, They are not only 
beautiful but reflect the medieval spirit. 


Deutsch, Babette. Heroes of the Kale- 
vala; Finland’s saga. 1940. 238p. 
$2.50. 


The present edition need not supersede the 
other two available prose versions, The Wizard 
of the North by Fillmore, and The Sampo, by 
Baldwin, but its very attractive format and 
the line drawings of Fritz Eichenberg make it 
a book of distinction, as does also the rythmic 
prose in which it is written, 


Embury, Lucy. The listening man. 1940. 
2838p. illus. Messner, $2.50. 


Winner of the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foun- 
dation Award. It is a beautifully written ac- 
count of Ollave. “son of a fisherman, and his 
life in Insifail, a lad with ears quick to catch 
all sounds of the earth about him.” Its high 
literary quality will appeal to those of junior 
and senior high school age whose tastes are 
along this line. 


Fenner, Phyllis R., ed. There was a 
horse; folktales from many lands. 
1941. 279p. illus. Knopf, $2. 


Sixteen tales from various collections of hero 
stories and fairy tales already a part of most 
libraries. The selections as well as the idea, 
make a unique contribution. ‘“‘You who love 
horses and you who love magic will alike find 
these stories interesting ... great deeds per- 
formed and trickery outwitted through the help 
of horses.” Black and white illustrations by 
Pitz are outstanding. Grade 5. 


Gibson, Katherine. Nathaniel’s witch. 
1941. 136p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


A real witch figures in this fanciful tale 
based on American folklore with drawings by 
Vera Bock in the same spirit. Literal minded 
children may question the ending, but the 
episode of the Christmas shop should find wide 
favor. The story moves quickly, with suspense 
throughout. Grades 5-8. 
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Sandys, E. V. Beowulf. 1941. 93p. illus. 
Crowell, $2. 


From the childhood of a race comes the epic 
hero Beowulf whose supernatural exploits are 
retold in stirring prose. Superman of the scops, 
he grapples with and destroys the fearful Gren- 
del and his loathsome mother and conquers at 
last the fire-breathing dragon. “The minstrel 
finished his story and there was great excite- 
ment among the thanes.” Hxcitement can be 
guaranteed for any boy of today who devours 
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the gruesome with the heroic. Rolf Kelp’s draw- 
ings are effective. Grade 6 and up. 


Sandys, E. V. The story of Peer Gynt. 
1941. 115p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


Fritz Eichenberg’s illustrations have caught 
the drollery and fantasy of Ibsen’s drama, 
which is here turned to the narrative form 
without the loss of dramatic appeal. Inclusion 
of the five most popular themes from the Grieg 
suite at suitable points make the adaptation 
eyen more just and satisfying. Grades 4-8. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Milwaukee, June 22-27 
General Sessions, Group Meetings, Exhibits 
All at Milwaukee Auditorium 


Arrange Now Your Plans to Attend 


Make Reservations Early 
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